
Monthly Survey as a Leading Indicator for Youth Detention 
Admissions 

When we talk about the Monthly Youth Detention Survey (MYDS) being a "leading indicator" - that doesn't 
mean that numbers from the Monthly Survey and the national datasets match each other exactly. It just 
means that trends we can see in the Monthly Survey data give us a good sense of what the national data 
will say when it comes out: if there's a drop (or an increase) in the Monthly Survey, we're likely to see a 
drop (or an increase) in the national numbers. 
 
The charts below are focused on detention admissions - something that the major national datasets 
don't directly measure, but for which they provide "proxies" - that is, they directly measure things that are 
conceptually similar to a count of admissions and that should move up or down in a way corresponds 
with a count of admissions. These charts show that the proxies for detention admissions in the Census of 
Juveniles in Residential Placement (CJRP) and the Juvenile Court Statistics (JCS) program track each 
other very closely, and both of them track closely with the Month Survey's direct measure of admissions.  
 
Bottom line: these three sources tell a consistent story about what's happening with detention 
admissions - and the Monthly Survey tells that story in much closer to real time. 

 

 



 



 


